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CAPACITOR DRAIN/VENT MODIFICATION

Current MIRAGE/KIM tribander capacitor sections have an internal
venting/vacuum breaking system that virtually eliminates problems
from atmospheric moisture and rain. Inside each 3/4" capacitor tube
is a small hole through the upper wall of the 3/8" tube. Older model
"A" and "XA" tribanders camn be upgraded by following the steps
outlined below.

1. Steel wool the 3/8" tubing beyond the caps to facilitate removal
and gain access to the capacitor area. Disconnect the "A" straps
from the studs and slide the 3/4" capacitor tubes apart to expose the
3/8" tube inside, .
¢35 25}
2. At 25" and 35" from the inner end of the 3/8" 0.D. tube, drill a
1/8" or slightly smaller hole through the TOP WALL ONLY. DO-NOT
DRILL ALL TBE WAY THROUGH THE 3/8"™ TUBE. These new holes should fall
inside the 3/4" capacitor tubes when the latest antenna dimensions
are used. :

3. Carefully blow out and remove all drilling chips from holes.
Check that old 3/4" capacitor tubes (old or new) are clean and free
of dust, moisture, and aluminum chips. Qriginal 3/4" capacitor tubes
still used should have drain holes sealed with a SMALL dab of RTV
silicone seal or equivalent. Use just enough to plug the holes. An
alternative is to tightly wrap the tube with three or four layers of
good quality electrical tape.

4. Reassemble the capacitor sections using new parts where called
for. BE SURE NEW VENT HOLES IN 3/8" TUBING ARE ORIENTED UP. Orient
original 3/4" capacitor tubes, where retained, with plugged drain
holes down.

5. Update eléments to new A, B, C, and D dimensions. If straps are
moved, steel wool the new area and re-apply Penetrox* to ensure good
electrical contact. If your antenna has been up a long time, this is
a good practice for all strap tubing and stud contacts.

*Penetrox or Noalox paste is commonly available from electrical
supply and lsrger hardware stores, These are zinc pastes used to
enhance and maintain connections of alumium-to-aluminum ang
aluminum-to-brass or copper in electrical wiring.
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